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GENERAL EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

DOCUMBNTS Catalogued here help us to construct the history of
Chhatrapatis of Kolhapur from 1724 to 1844 A.D.

The Kingdom of Kolhapur was established in 1710 A.p. But it started
functioning from 1714 beginning with the reign of Sambhaji I of Kolhapur.

It functioned as a sovereign state till 1812 A.D. The first part of the history
of Kolhapur Kingdom ends in 1813. Thereafter the kingdom became an
autonomous princely state in the framework of British Paramountcy and
continued to be so till its merger in 1949 with the Indian Union. So the second
part of the history of Kolhapur begins from 1813. In this Chitnishi Daftar we
have documents up to the year 1844. The sources give us information as to
how the Kolhapur Kingdom was on war with the Nizam. The Chieftains like
Chandrasen Jadhav, Udaji Chawan, Senapati Shidoji Ghorpade were granted
Inams for participating in the campaigns against Shahu and the Nizam.
Warning is issued to some of the Chieftains who were carrying on savage
depredations into Kolhapur territory. Some documents refer to the transac-
tions by Kolhapur with the Portuguese, the English and the Sawantwadi.
Sambhaji opened campaign against the Sawant of Wadi in 1718 and ordered
his commander of the fort of Sindhudurg to dispatch a strong column for
his help. In the battle one Jogan Prabhu was killed. Therefore Sambhaji
promptly announced the grant of a village to the two widows of Jogan Prabhu
for their maintenance ““ in view of the fact that Jogan Prabhu lost his life in
the service of the master”.

Thereafter Sambhaji’s relations with the first two Peshwas were strained
giving rise to open hostility. But from 1740 onwards Sambhaji’s relations
with Mohanrao Ghorpade, Sagunabai Shinde, Daulatrao Ghorpade from
Gajendragad, Dadorao Nawalgundkar became friendly. Chhatrapati Shahu
had occasion to admonish them not to cause trouble in the territory of
Kolhapur. In return Sambhaji issued them Abhaypatras with a promise
that he would treat them with honour.

Rajasbai, Sambhaji’s mother died in 1751. Letters of this time vividly
describe the domestic scene in the Panhala palace. It is clear that Sambhaji
realised that the Peshwa became powerful and de jure ruler of Satara Kingdom.
But Nanasaheb Peshwa on his way back to Pune from Karnatak expedition
visited Kolhapur in 1753 and paid his respects to Sambhaji. During this
visit Nanasaheb had himself got reappointed as Sambhaji’s agent for collecting
the Chauth revenues from certain southern principalities. Ghorpade of
Ichalkaranji, Banoji Ghatge of Kagal and Patwardhan of Miraj are seen
causing depredations into Kolhapur territory and Rani Jijabai undertook
police operations against these forces. '

Jijabai, Sambhaji’s wife adopted a child and gave him the name Shivaji.
He was enthroned in 1762 amidst truly resplendent festivities costing
four lakhs of rupees. Jijabai despatched the proclamation to the Peshwa, the
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Nizam, Haider Ali and the rulers of other principalities who in turn sent
congratulatory messages together with customary gifts consisting of robes,
jewelry, horses and elephants, etc.

The Peshwa bestowed on Kolhapur the Mokasa income from District of
Bagalkot and Badami. Jijabai’s visit to the temple of Narasinha at Wadi,
construction of a riverside memorial at the place where her husband Sambhaji
was cremated, granting the revenue of sarnayaki income at Rukdi in the terri-
tory of Kagal to the temple at Wadi for its maintenance and for the expenses
of religious observances, appointment of Yeshwantrao Shinde as a Senapati
and the administrator of Kolhapur, her fight against the English who motivated
evil designs after occupying Malwan and capturing Reddi and her fight against
Parshurambhau Patwardhan for obtaining possession of Hukkeri and Manoli
areas are the subject-matters of some of the documents listed in this catalogue.
Rani Jijabai died at Panhala on February 17th, 1773. Kolhapur had a trouble
with the Barbhai regime at Pune for having sided with Raghunathrao Peshwa.
According to Barbhai’s order Mahadji Shinde marched with an army of 30,000
strongmen and arrived in March 1777 in the vicinity of Kolhapur itself. Kolha-
pur had given tough fight but made a treaty with Mahadji to save the state
from further damage; some of the documents explain the ravages of war
between Kolhapur and the English as well as Kolhapur and Mahadji Shinde.
There are other documents which speak of confiscation of estates of the Chief
of Kagal and others as a retribution for repeated and flagrant acts of insubordi-
nation and revolt. There was a plot to murder Senapati Yeshwantrao Shinde.
After the treaty with the Peshwa the Kolhapur had to put down a serious
domestic uprising which was supported by the Sawant of Wadi. The Wadi
force laid siege to Rangna Fort which was repulsed by the Kolhapur con-
tingents with an undertaking from Sawant to desist from causing further incur-
sions into Kolhapur territory (April 4th, 1782). The prominent Mokasdars
and other Sardars who took part in the battle were rewarded by granting lands
and other articles by the Kolhapur administration. Grants were bestowed
on Pritirao Chawan, Gujajirao Gaikawad who were appointed as Military
Commanders of Shivaji II.

These commanders fought a Morchal War with Sawantwadi and won the
battle. The men high and low who took part in this Chivalrous act were
rewarded by the state granting suitable rewards. Ratnakarpant Rajadnya,
loyal minister retired in 1809, and Pritirao Chawan died in 1810 in the Sawgaon
battle. Sidhoji Nimbalkar, a son-in-law of Maharaja Shivaji, continued his
hostilities with Kolhapur ceaselessly and war again flared up in 1811 when
he advanced on Kolhapur itself. As a result of Sidhoji’s savage raids, the
revenue of the Kingdom had dropped and the expenses had mounted. At
this time there were also palace intrigues. Probably the English had been
waiting for an opportunity to fish in these troubled waters. They gave the
helping hand to the Kolhapur.

A glance over the substance of documents will show that the Inam grants
were issued to various persons who had rendered services to the state in
different capacities. Some had played significant part in the battles that were
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fought by the Kolhapur against Haidar, Patwardhan and the Peshwa and the
British. Some grants are bestowed on the Brahmins for performing puja of
Mahalaxmi and other temples in the Kingdom. The social customs observed
by the Royal family of Kolhapur Chhatrapatis in their marriages, in the cere-
mony of naming a child are found depicted in the yadis (lists) issued by the
Sarkar. Many documents speak about the social relations between Saran-
jamdars and the Chhatrapatis of Kolhapur. These documents help us to
understand general social structure of the society. We notice that the grants
were given for performing the religious ceremonies in connection with birth,
marriage and death.

On the twelfth day after the birth of a child namkaran ceremony
(naming of child) was performed. The ceremonies of Shradh (on the day of the
Death Anniversary) in honour of the dead was considered very important
and grant given for its performance.

The Kolhapur Government entered into treaty with the British in October
1813. Since that date Kolhapur ceased to be a Kingdom. It became a
princely state ruled by a Raja. Its borders were guaranteed by the overlords,
the British. Since then its main efforts were channelized in administrative
and social reforms and economic development in a climate of tranquillity.

Guided by the British at every step, Ramchandrapant Rajadnya sought
to improve the economy of the state by curtailing expenses wherever possible
and preventing malpractices. This gave rise to the revolt by the hereditory
nobility of Kolhapur in 1844, which was quelled by the Darbar by confiscating
Saranjams of the rebel fendatories and granting Inam Villages to those who
remained loyal to be Darbar. Documents listed in this catalogue elaborate
the incidents explained above. It is hoped that this catalogue will help

the researchers to bring to light political, social and economic history of the
region.

V. G. KHOBREKAR
Director of Archives
Government of Maharashtra
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